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Already Evolving

W
e just started this newsletter and
already we are working on
changing it.

Soon we will begin posting this newsletter on
our website.  It will either become a blog or a
simple link to a pdf file on our website so you
will not have to read the whole thing here.

This newsletter will be shorter and while it
will have new product information it will serve
as a reminder that the latest edition of the Magic
Vagabond will be ready on our website.

News Of Our Vail Shop

N
ow that we’re home from our most
recent trip with the mobile magic
shop we have been working at our

location in Vail, AZ.

This week we reoriented the shop, leveled
and smoothed the ground and we are building a
semi-enclosed “porch” so there will be more
room for customers to watch demonstrations.

We’re also searching for a picnic table to
place outside to make it a little more pleasant for

people since there is no room for them to come
inside.  This will offer a place for parents to sit
and wait on their children.  It can also be an area
for teaching or just be a place to hang out.

We may have down-sized the Tucson shop
but we’re still about customer service.

Remember, the new shop may be small but
it’s jam-packed with all kinds of magic tricks,
books and DVDs for established magicians... and
there’s our website with everything on it.

If we don’t have something you’re looking
for, ask us if we can get it for you.  We’re always
willing to help you get what you want... and
don’t forget our free shipping (in the US) and
price matching (item price + their shipping
charge).

How it all began.

I
was born at a very young age...  Wait,
that’s another story for another time.

Perhaps I should start with our history in
magic.  Rather than fill space here I’ll simply
give you a link to a pdf copy of an article about
Williams Magic that appeared in the May, 2010
issue of M.U.M. magazine.  That way, if you’re
not interested you don’t have to wade through it
now.

Click HERE if you would like to read it.

Let’s jump right to the beginning of the
Mobile Magic Shop and start working our way
up to the present.  Stay with us and you’re hear
some absolutely amazing stories.

http://williamsmagic.com/05_williamsmagic.pdf


2 Williams Magic Mobile Magic Shop - Vol 1 #2                     October 24, 2013

About eight years or so ago I was driving to
work one day and out of the blue had a “vision”
of this concept.  The idea of packing an entire
magic shop into a mobile vehicle and taking it to
magic clubs and magicians around the country
simply popped into my head.

“Wow!  What a concept,” I thought. 
Couldn’t wait to tell my parents about it.

They thought I had lost my mind.  Not only
did it catch them by surprise, they knew we
couldn’t afford to do anything like that.  We’re a
small family business.  We’re a magic business. 
Need I say more?

But I persisted.  I said it would be awesome
and we could call it, “The World’s First, Fully
Mobile, Full-Service Magic Shop.”

Well, we still couldn’t afford it so the idea
was shelved until 2008.  You may remember the
day the stock market took a little “dip” and
businesses all over began to slow a little.

Our Internet business basically turned off for
several days.  Orders stopped coming in,
customers stopped coming in.  It was then that I
revived the mobile idea but my first thought was
simply a pickup truck and a small trailer with
shelves.

That idea rapidly began to grow as I realized
the problems associated with traveling from hotel
to hotel with a schedule of magic club meetings
at night.  Not to mention security issues with
leaving a trailer full of magic unattended in hotel
parking lots.

As I researched options the concept moved
from a pickup truck and trailer to a small RV (so
we could sleep in it), to a bigger RV (so we
could be comfortable), to the biggest RV
manufactured (insanity)!

In searching RV floorplans and visiting local
RV dealerships it became apparent we needed a
large garage in which to hold merchandise.  We
had to give up a lot of “luxury” space to get a
garage.

The largest separate, fully enclosed garage in
any RV was 14' long and it came in 5th wheel
toyhaulers that averaged 39' to 42' in length.

My search eventually narrowed down to three
models (from three different manufacturers) and
we finally settled on the Heartland Cyclone 3914. 
We felt it had the most desirable floorplan.

Unfortunately, there were none of these units
around to actually walk into.  Turns out there
were three of this (discontinued) model in the
entire US.  One was in Utah, one in Texas and
one in Indiana.

After extensive Internet research and
numerous phone conversations I negotiated a
deal with the company in Texas.  I bought the
RV sight unseen.  (Well, I didn’t actually buy it,
some silly bank bought it and they let me drive it
for them.  And in only 15 years it will be ALL
MINE!)

The dealer said we could pick it up within a
couple of days but I had to explain to him that I
didn’t have a truck.  He asked what was wrong
with my truck and I said, “You don’t understand,
I don’t HAVE a truck.”  I think I heard his chin
hit the floor, then silence.

To make a long story short, he agreed to hold
the RV for “awhile” to give me time to locate a
truck.

I had been searching for an appropriate truck
(unsuccessfully) for several months and within
about a week and a half this International 4700
LP virtually fell into my lap.  A deal was
brokered and I bought it on a Wednesday.  The
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next morning (Thursday) my wife (Claudia) and I
got in it to drive to San Antonio, TX.  The trip
took all day and into the night.

The next day (Friday) was spent entirely at
the RV dealership.  When we drove up we saw
our Cyclone parked in front, all shiny and freshly
washed.  As I drove up to it and got out of my
truck I looked up and thought to myself, “What
have I done??”

I couldn’t believe how BIG it was.  I couldn’t
imagine driving it out of their lot, much less
around the country.  Needless to say I was a little
intimidated.  This was my very first RV and I
had to go with the biggest one made in the US. 
How exciting!?

By the time that Friday was over, with all the
paperwork and the walk-through to learn how
everything worked, we were tired and ready to
leave.

The dealer said we were all done except to
close the slide-outs and let us leave.  He pushed
the button to close the slides and as they came in
we all heard a very disturbing scraping noise.

I said, “That didn’t sound good.”  The
salesman agreed and he opened the slides again. 
We saw a large tear in the living room floor
linoleum.    I said, “I want to make one thing
very clear... my fingerprints are not on that
button!”

That should have been enough of a bad omen
for us to run screaming from there that instant.
But we didn’t.  We didn’t know any better.  The
salesman said he needed to talk to his manager. 
Really??

Bottom line, we signed all kinds of forms
agreeing it would be fixed under warranty when
we returned to Tucson and we left.

But it was raining (hard) and the Interstate
was backed up with five different traffic
accidents.  It was grid-locked.

Then the fun began.  The dealer said to
bypass all the gridlock by going the opposite
direction to the next exit, going west to the next
town, turn south on the next interstate highway
and go back into downtown San Antonio to get
back on I-10.

Well, the next exit was barricaded down to a
super small lane barely big enough for a
Volkswagen Bug and here we are in the largest
RV ever built pulled by a low profile semi... in
the rain... at NIGHT!

We made it to the “other” interstate and
found it was also gridlocked with multiple
accidents but we made it into and out of San
Antonio.  The first Wal-Mart on the west side
became our first overnight stop in our new
“home away from home.”

The next morning we learned our shower
stall leaked all over the floor but I’ll save that for
next issue...

Our Recommendations

T
his issue I want to make a
recommendation that is perfect for
both beginners and professionals. 

Before I do let me give you just a little
background.

Having grown up in the world of magic I’ve
pretty much seen it all.  There is a lot of good
and bad magic out there.  Over the years I have
had many “favorite” effects.  You might say I
had a “top ten” list that I always performed, and
it occasionally changed, but I never had a single
“favorite” effect.

http://williamsmagic.com/mobilemagicshop.htm
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In about 2002 one of our customers came in
and introduced me to this effect and it blew me
away.  It was the simplest but most powerful
effect I had ever seen.  From a lay person’s
perspective it is “true” magic, the way magic
should look.  From a performer’s perspective it is
incredibly easy and definitely a reputation maker.

The effect is a bill switch but it is like no
other bill switch you have ever seen.  It is called
“Hypno-Bill” and it is a manuscript from Europe. 
It is illustrated with Euros, it doesn’t address
right-handedness or left-handedness, or US
currency, so after a few years of selling it (and
having customers continually ask for a DVD) we
decided to make our own DVD to accompany the
booklet.

We now sell the authentic, original
manuscript bundled with our own instructional
DVD for $30.00 (including FREE SHIPPING in
the US).

If you’ll take my word for it, this is one of the
best close-up, impromptu, professional items you
can carry with you.  I cannot recommend this
item highly enough!  And I guarantee the DVD is
very thorough and easy to follow.  It’s ME
teaching everything I know about this effect.

For the remainder of this month (October) we
are offering 10% off this item which means you
can own it for only $27.00 (plus Arizona state
sales tax if you’re in Arizona) and still receive
FREE SHIPPING in the US.

You can order it here:

Hypno-Bill

Remember to enter the code BREAKDOWN
during the checkout process and our shopping
cart will automatically adjust your order to
reflect the 10% discount.  This discount code is

good for ALL ORDERS placed through the end
of October.

In case you’re concerned you need to know
we NEVER place limits on our customers’
spending habits.  You may buy as much as you
like and still get 10% off everything you buy this
month AND still get FREE SHIPPING!

We will never try to force you to stop buying
like some companies.

In Closing

I
’ll close this newsletter by reminding you
that it is extremely easy to contact us. 
When we moved our primary shop from

Tucson to Vail, AZ, we made the decision to
have the business phone (520-790-4060)
forwarded to my personal cell phone.

This is both good and bad for you and me. 
The good part is when you call us you’re going
to reach me, just about any time of day, no matter
where I am in the country.

If I’m awake and can answer I do.  But if I’m
on the road, or meeting with local magicians I
can’t answer so you’ll get my answering service
and I’ll have to get back to you.

Yes, I even answer evenings and weekends. 
Remember, we are here to serve you, our
magician customers.  I’m available.  Call if I can
help.

If you send an E-mail, I’m the one who gets
it.  If you don’t get an answer it’s my fault. 
Please be patient with me.  I’m almost as old as
my Dad!

We are a small, efficiently run, family
business.  No boiler room of people sending out
E-mails trying to sell the latest, greatest item,
whether it’s practical or not.  It’s just Emory, Sr.,

http://www.williamsmagic.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=17105
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Nathailia, Emory, Jr. and Claudia (and Ally who
writes the stories on our Facebook page).  But for
all the phone and E-mails you’re pretty much
dealing with me.

Thank you again for your interest in our
stories and continued business.  Let me know
when we may be of service.

Until next time... LIVE THE MAGIC!

                              ----- The Magic Vagabond
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